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early history of Virginia. He brought provisions upon which
the settlers could subsist for a year, and by his authority he was
able to curb the violence of the factions which had been with
difficulty kept down even by the strong hand of Smith. Peace
was restored with the Indians, and the colonists worked wil-
lingly under the Governor's directions.

He had not been long in Virginia before ill health compelled
him to return. After a short interval he was succeeded by Sir
sir T Dale's Thomas E^6- ^a^e introduced a code of martial
administra- law.1 This code was unjustifiably severe, but even
that was better than the anarchy which threatened to
break out again on Lord de la Warr's departure. A still more
advantageous change was brought about under his government.
Hitherto the land had been cultivated for the good of the
whole colony, and it had been found difficult to make men
work heartily who had no individual interests in their labours.
Dale assigned three acres of land to each settler. The imme-
diate results of this innovation were manifest. The improve-
ment was still more decided when Gates, who had been sent
back to England, returned as Governor, in August 1611, with
considerable supplies, of which the most valuable part consisted
of large numbers of cattle. From that time the difficulties
which had impeded the formation of the settlement were heard
of no more.

1 For tin Colony of Virginia, Britannia, Laws divine, moral, and martial.